Parastenocypris unispinosa sp. nov., a freshwater Ostracod, is described from Nigeria, with gures of female valves and appendages. P. unispinosa is compared with other related species of Herpetocypridinae.
INTRODUCTION
The brief description of two new species of freshwater Ostracoda, Cypris subovata and Cypridopsis circinata, from Yola in northern Nigeria by Brady (1910) was the very rst reference to Nigerian Ostracoda. Bidwell & Clarke (1977) recorded Stenocypris malcolmsoni (Brady, 1886) and Acocypris capillata (Vávra, 1895) from Lake Kainji, a man-made lake in the river Niger. However, Victor & Fernando (1981) remarked that records of Stenocypris major (Baird, 1859), which is conspeci c with S. malcolmsoni, outside the oriental region may be due to misidenti cation.
Other records include those of Oluloro (1982) who described a possibly new species of Oncocypris Müller, 1898, from Benin City, while Victor (1987) described Cytheridella tepida, a new species inhabiting warm waters in Nigeria. The taxonomy and ecology of freshwater Ostracoda in West Africa generally are poorly known, and in Nigeria, due to taxonomic dif culties, ecological studies either ignore ostracods entirely or treat them as a group. The present study, part of an overdue investigation of Nigeria freshwater Ostracoda, describes a new species of Parastenocypris Hartmann, 1964. The elongate carapace and the asymmetrical furcal rami lacking posterior setae, are common characters for the genera Chrissia Hartmann, 1957 , Parastenocypris Hartmann, 1964 , and Stenocypris G. O. Sars, 1889 , that form the tribe Stenocypridini. In Parastenocypris, the marginal pore canals of the valves are prominent and branched, whereas in Chrissia they are short and unbranched. Parastenocypris can be easily distinguished from Stenocypris, which has a band of radial septa along the anterior, ventral, and posterior margins of its valves.
Parastenocypris unispinosa sp. nov. ( gs. 1-12)
Type locality. -The material was collected from the river Seibon, a freshwater stream in Bayelsa State, southern Nigeria, in June 1998 by Dr. John Olomukoro.
Type specimens. -A holotype female and two paratype females are deposited in the Zoology Museum, Edo State University, Ekpoma, Nigeria (nos. 1998, 264-266) .
Etymology. -From "uni" (single) and "spinosa" (with a spine), the speci c name refers to the spine on the posteroventral margin of the left valve. It is an adjective agreeing in gender with the (feminine) generic name.
Diagnosis. -Carapace laterally compressed; valves unequal, whitish. In lateral view the valves are elongate, their length twice their height, anterior margin rounded, posterior margin acutely pointed. Valve length 1.75-1.91 mm, valve width 0.98-0.99 mm, valve height 0.92-0.94 mm; marginal pore canals prominent and branched. Furcal rami asymmetrical, posterior setae absent; right ramus slightly curved with weak spines on posterior margin, left ramus almost straight with a less spinose posterior margin; terminal setae longer on left ramus than on right one.
Description of female. -Carapace laterally compressed; valves unequal, left valve overlaps right. Valves elongate in lateral view, length twice the greatest height. Dorsum arched in the middle, gently sloping anteriorly, more steeply posteriorly; anterior margin broadly rounded, posterior margin acutely pointed ( g. 1a-c); posterior margin of left valve produced into a well-developed spine ( g. 1d); venter slightly arched; marginal pore canals prominent, branched, continuous along anterior and ventral margins. All margins hairy, marginal hairs on anterior surface long and dense, while those on posterior margin are less dense
